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horses, and knowing that they would soon be in requisition, he instructed the man to prepare them for the march with all dispatch. Arriving, he made known his intelligence, and as Lamb was hastening to the door to order his horses he was*" told that his wishes had been anticipated, and every thing in a state of preparation. In a few minutes they were in the saddle, and spurring with all haste to the scene of action.
The distance was nearly sixty miles, and some delay occurring, they did not reach the ground until the attack on the second day was begun. Nearly at the same time, about two hundred volunteers had reached the field. Leaving to Oswald the charge of the artillery, Colonel Lamb assumed the command of this detachment, who readily put themselves under his orders, and joined the battle with great gallantry. Col. Hughes in the meantime, seeking Arnold, volunteered his services as aid, and continued with him until the fight was over.
The enemy, hard pressed in the retreat, pushed for Compo Hill, and having gained that favorable position for defence, they brought their artillery to the front, and made a stand; despatching messengers for a reinforcement from the fleet. Large bodies of sailors and marines were put in motion for the shore, and by means of these reinforcements, the harrassed troops were enabled to embark; while with fresh men, the British made good their position, notwithstanding every effort to dislodge them.*
Four field pieces on the enemy's right, within an enclosure of stone-fence, most exceedingly annoyed the Provincials in that part where Lamb was engaged. Leaping from his horse, he proposed to the volunteers to carry them by storm. They readily assented, and advanced very bravely, receiving un-terrified the grape-shot which was plentifully showered around them. Lamb encouraged them onward, assuring them that they would soon be in possession of the pieces, and they advanced towards the fence with great resolution. On the point of scaling the wall, and when their leader, astride
^Barbers His. Conn.
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